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Audience: Believing Jews to whom an offer of the kingdom (millennium) has been made.

Subject: How believing Jews to whom an offer of the kingdom has been made are to think and act. (How believers are to think and act in light of the coming kingdom.)
Complement: They (we) should…

1. Pursue humility in the face of certain persecution, 5:1-16.

2. Recognize the absolute authority of Scripture 5:17-20-7:12.

a. The Scriptures are unbreakable and are the foundation for the kingdom, 5:17-20

b. Hold Christ’s words and the rest of Scripture with absolute authority and do not yield to ungodly legalists, 5:17-48. If we do this we will:
i. Get along well with others, 5:21-26

ii. Maintain moral purity, 5:27-32

iii. Become a person of our word, 5:33-37

iv. Be gracious, generous, and humble in our relationships, 5:38-42

v. Love, bless, do good, and pray for those who injure us, 5:43-47.

c. Furthermore, God will help us recognize and remove hypocrisy from our own lives, 6:1-6:34.

i. Do your charity in secret, 6:1-4.

ii. Pray like one who knows the Lord, 6:5-15.

iii. Fast in secret, 6:16-18.

iv. Stop worrying about money, 6:19-34.
d. Nothing compares to properly understood and correctly applied Scripture, 7:1-12.

3. You will be kept from destruction and be delivered to life in the kingdom by believing and obeying Christ’s teachings, 7:13-27.

Conclusion:

A believer should prepare for Christ’s coming kingdom by humbly submitting to the person and work of Christ as revealed in Scripture. 


